While the survey shows a lack of awareness about the recommendations, the vast majority of diabetes educators also report believing that it is very important or important for adults with diabetes to be vaccinated against HBv. And, again, due to time limitations, 72% of diabetes educators say they prioritize goal setting and improving patient selfcare habits over providing immunization information. Just 7% say that ensuring that patients receive the recommended vaccinations is a priority. 
What Is HBV?
HBv is a liver disease caused by the hepatitis B virus that can lead to liver cancer, cirrhosis, and even death. HBv is transmitted by exposure to blood or other body fluids of an infected person through sharing needles, syringes, or other injection equipment; through sexual contact; and from an infected mother to her baby during childbirth.
HBv is highly infectious. it can live on surfaces outside the body for up to a week and can be transmitted in minute amounts of blood (eg, on shared blood glucose monitoring devices).
A vaccine may prevent hepatitis B, but there's no cure.
Why Are People With Diabetes at a
Greater Risk for HBV?
HBv is spread through exposure and contact with blood and bodily fluids, and people with diabetes have a higher risk of exposure to contaminated surfaces such as lancing devices and blood glucose meters, as well as through lapses in infection control in health care settings.
Modes of transmission may include:
n use of a blood glucose meter for more than 1 patient without cleaning and disinfecting between uses; n use of the same finger stick devices for more than 1 patient; n use of the same injection equipment, such as a syringe or insulin pen, for more than 1 person; n failure to consistently wear gloves and perform hand hygiene between finger stick procedures; n failure to maintain separation of clean and con- 
5.
Enlist peer educators or health aides to discuss the increased risks for infections that people with diabetes face.
6.
When reporting the outcomes and progress of your patients with their primary health care provider, include a note that you spoke to them about vaccinations and a request for follow-up.
7.
When conducting an initial visit with a patient, ask about their vaccination status and encourage them to get vaccinated.
8. Cover vaccinations in group classes when discussing the standards of care.
Mention the risk of hepatitis B infection when you discuss blood
glucose monitoring with your patients and emphasize the availability of vaccines.
10.
Add a question about vaccination to your patient questionnaire or self-assessment and discuss it with them during a one-on-one session. 
